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time being keenly, perhaps acrimoniously, discussed. The muni-
cipal corporation had charge of the conservancy, the local
taxation and the police. Sir Stuart Hogg (brother to Sir
James Macgarel Hogg) was its chairman; he was a very able
and zealous officer, so the business was efficiently done, and
the whole place kept in good order. Still the constitution of
the municipalty was not popular; the members of the corpora-
tion being all appointed by Government, the tax-paying citizens
were becoming generally dissatisfied with this arrangement. In
fact an educated middle class had arisen which objected to the
exclusive power heretofore pertaining to the upper class, and
desired to have a voice and share in the urban administration.
A bill was therefore passed through the Legislative Council,
whereby only one-third of the members were to be appointed
by Government and the remainder elected by the rate-
payers. This measure was, as might be expected, displeasing
to the upper classes among the Natives, and even to the Euro-
peans, who apprehended that, with so great a numerical pre-
ponderance of Native voters, none but 'Natives would be elected.
The Government, however, having the power of appointing
one-third of the members, was thereby enabled to secure a
due proportion of Europeans in the municipality. At first the
rate-payers seemed hardly to comprehend the liberality of the
concession which had been made to them, being careless in
exercising their new franchise. The candidates elected often
failed to give practical attention to progressive measures for
the improvement of the place. Subsequently, however, there
must have arisen that benefit which cannot fail to arise from
the Natives having some power over and interest in their muni-
pal affairs. The moral effect too must be beneficial in forming
their national character, and making them feel jointly responsible
with the Government for the improvement of their city which
comprises so many interests.

The business of legislation was, on the whole, the largest and
most important of any that pressed on my attention at this
time. It has been explained in the previous chapter VIII.
that a Legislative Council was established for Bengal separate